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| Maintaining the important DoArines of Three equal Pi 
_ ſons in the Gophzæap; eternal and perſonal 2 
the original Guilt and Depravity of Mankind; — 
Redemption; free Juſtification, by the imputed Righte- 

_ ouſneſs of CuRISs TFH; efficacious Grace in Regeneration; 
the final Perſeverance of the Saints in Grace to Glory 3] 

; ond the Independency of the Churches inviolably. / r 


1e. the ſeveral Churches of Ca x15T whom they 8 | 


. ſent, or have received Letters from. meetin at 
Sbeegſbead, Leiceſter, Sutton - in- the- Elms, Arnſby,:: and 
- Kettering, Malgraue, Northampton, and Raad, 


Nortbamptonſbire; Oulneys i I Buchs; Carleton; i in Bed- 
On ; and St. Albans, in Hertfordſhire : As. alſo 


to the Churches, who, by the friendly Attendance. 


of their Miniſters and ren ee wt 
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KHenburd'! in the Leis, 


our 0 — Interview, and Aids in Devotion. All 


. in Prayer and other Exerciſes, we truſt, the 'Lord has 


deen with us. 


- By the Letters, we find the Churches? re generally in 


Peace, and all of them epjoy the Means of Gra . — 


here are two or three not ſettled as yet with Paſtors; . 


0d ough there are juſt Complaints for want of vital Godli- 


ot e Lord's 


Fre yet there are grateful Acknowledgments 
reſence in his Worſhip, and Bleſſing on the V 


ſome Places, there have been large Additions, AS : 
of At. & 18 prevailing. Many d. e to : 2 95 b 
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FSutton-Aßeßeld, and Nottingham, in Nettinghs ej: 


l with Pleaſure and Gratitude we, MW; you of | 


our A fairs have been managed in Peace and Love: 
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| ; . Foxton, in Leiceſfenſbire; Oatbam, in Ruilaudſbite 3. | 
7 Spalding, in Lincolnſhire ; & ham, in C 1 * 
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1 within the paſt Vear, taken frem the Evilts ee 
Say te well. Eta their Patience and Faith 4 
rage us to meet our Trials, hoping for Grace to perſevere 
to the End. F , 

This unſpeakable Privilege of PerstEverance, as per- 
taining to the Saints, we have (in Purſuit of our propoſed 
Method) to treat of at this Time. 

The Glories and Grace of the Three-One God, our 
adorable Jehovah — His ſovereign Choice of his People to 
Salvation — The deplorable. State of Mankind by the Fall 
—Redemption, and juſtifying Righteouſneſs by Chriſt the 
Eord—And the renewing Grace of the Spirit, in turning 
Souls effectually to God; we have ſeverally touched upon 
in our late Epiſtles; and are come now to conſider this 
moſt comfortable finiſhing Point of Doctrine, — The Final 
Pz8a$SBVERANCE of the Saints in Grace, to Glory. But 
hecauſe it more concerns us to ſeek after Truth and Safe- 
ty, than preſent Comfort, let us fee whether this Do&rine 


is of God; and fo, worthy to be embraced. To this End, 
we will endeavour to State what we mean by it ;—inquire , 


what Foundation it has in Scripture ;— try to relieve 1 
from the Load of Objections muſtered up againſt ita 
for our own and your Conſolation and Furtherance in 
Faith. and Holineſs, diret in what Manner we may and 
_— to improve it. 2 ä b 

y the final Perſeveranee of the Saints in Grace, to the 
certain Enjoyment of eternal Life and Glory, we mean, 
Fhat alt thofe Perſons who are Partakers of real Holineſs, 
or are, by the renewing Power of the Spirit, regenerated, 
and have a new ſpiritual Principle wrought in them, ſhall 
never periſh everlaſtingly, but be fo kept and- preſerved, 
as that whatever Perils they may be in, or Enemies they 


may meet with, they ſhall be brought into the Emoyment 


of everlaſting Life and Happineſs, with God, in Glory. 


We readily grant, that Churches of profeſſed Chriſtians 
may come to have their Candleſticks removed, and be 


pued out of Chriſt's Mouth, as-loathſome, for their Sins. 
Glorious ſpiritual Gifts may wither and die: Branches in 
Chriſt (by Profeſſion only) may be broken off; —and high 
Hopes in many, concerning themſelves and others, that 
they were right for Heaven, may come to nothing. 

And on the other Hand, A Man anſwering the Peſcrip- 
tion above given, as regenerate-and truly gracious, may, 
if he is negligent and careleſs, and gives Way to Sin, 15 
offend God, and ew and querich the Holy Spirit, as 
that he may Joſe. all his Comfort, Peace, and Hope for 2 


Time, and his Honour and"'Uſefulnefs through Life; and 
not be able, to conclude that he has Grace, and ſhall be 


py : And yet, when in this awful Way the Fleſh is de- 
royed, the Spirit, or Soul, ſhall be faved in the Day of 
the Lord. In our View of this Poctrine of the Saint's Per- 
* . | ſeverance, 
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- ſeverance, nothing is ſecured but the Priaci 


ments; God, in Condeſcen | 
ing of Things, has told us in his Word, about his 


4 


of Grace 
in the Soul, and the Perſon, as the Subject of it, unto e- 
ternal Life; but as to Honour, Uſefulneſs, and Soul Com- 
fort and Proſperity, theſe are only to be loaked for by 

keeping cloſe to God, or abiding in Chriſt, | . 
Now in Support of our Sentiment thus laid down, in re- 


ſpetct to the final Salvation of ail who are formed in God's ' 


Image, we have to offer from Scripture theſe Conſidera- 
tions following. 154 | c 

Divine Revelation itſelf, conſidered generally and at 
large, is the Word or Declaration of Grace and Salvation 


made to Man after fallen; not an Offer of it merely, but 
.a Gift and Aſſurance that the Woman's Seed ſhould bruiſe 
the Serpent's Head; and that all Nations ſhould be bleſſed 


in Atraham's Seed: I/rarl s Hal (not may) be awed im the 
Lord with an everlaſting Salvation: ye Hall not be aſhamed 
nor confounded World without End, Iſa. xlv. 17. Now as the 


Lord's Intereſt on Earth does no otherwiſe ſubſiſt than as 


in the Individuals which compoſe it, if there is a Certainty 


reſpecting the general Whole, there is alſo concerning the 


Particulars, which are known to the Lord, tho not to us. 
And as amongſt Men, in great Undertakings in Archi- 


tecture, Government, and the like, theſe Things are the 


Reſult of Forethought, Deſign, Contrivance, and Engage- 
— to our Manner of conceiv- 


Thoughts, Purpoſes, Councils, Decrees and Covenant, re- 


ſpecting the Buſineſs of Man's Salvation, as indeed reſpect- 


ing all his other Operations it is ſaid, He worketh all 
Things after the Counſel of his ewn Will; all which inſure a 


Certainty. £5. i. 11. 


We know and own, there have been given forth ſome 
Predictions that appear to have been conditional; as that 
Saul would come to Keilah, &c. i. e. if David abode there; 


which he did not, and ſo theſe Things did not come to 


paſs, 1 Sam. xxiii. And Paul being about to be bound at 
2 i. e. if he went thither, ſeems to be of the ſame 
ind; for his Friends believing he might wave his Jour- 


ney thither, attempted to diſſuade him from it, that ſo the 
Prediction might not take Place, Ads xxl. 12. But theſe 


Things of an under aud ſubordinate Kind, will not reach 
to oppoſe, but rather confirm the great Affair in Hand; 
for Ends and Means are connected in the Lord's Deſigns, 


though not always expreſſed to us. 


It is owned by the Generality of ſober Proſeſſors, that 


Man's Salvation has been the Subject of God's Fore- 
- Delign : And that there has been a Covenant reſpecting it, 


is ſhewn-in the Lord's Supper, as the Cup is {aid to be the 
New Teſtament, or New Covenant, in Chriſt's Blood. 


_ Chriſt is acknowledged as the Redeemer, and the Spirit as 


ine Sanctifier, by all profeſſing Chriſtians. Now theſe 
1 Things 


y 
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Things being really ſo, call our Minds up to conſider 
- what God in Ris Word ſays about this great Affair. Some 
ure fore-known, and fore- appointed to Salvation, and to 
the Means leading unto it, Rom. viii. 29. 2 The/: ii. 13, 14. 
y Sons are to be brought to Glory, and are therefore 
a iveh to Chriſt for this End, as his Sheep, Brethren and 
' Spouſe. See Heb. ii. 10. John x. 29. Eph. v. 25.— Theſe 
are called the Elect, and the Election, concerning which 
God's Purpoſe ſhall ſtand, Rom. ix. 11. Ja. xlvi. 10. And 
his Mercy herein diſcovered, ſhall be built up for ever- 
more, and his Faithfulneſs he will eſtabliſh in the very 
Heavens. —His Covenant he will not break, nor alter what 
he hath ſaid; — yea, ſworn, that his Seed ſhall abide for 
ever; ſee P/almlxxxix. 1— 4, and 28—37. Theſe Engage- 
ments are called (in He6. vi. 18.) immutable, and are a 
| - Ground for ſtrong Conſolation. Here then is Security, 
for God's Gifts and Callings are without Repentance. 
Again, The Concern that the Son of God has in this 
' Buſineſs, makes it firm. All the Saints are in his Hand. 
He hath redeemed them with a Price that has given full 
Satisfaction; and the Redemption | will ſtand, for it is 
eternal, Heb. ix. 12. He hath the Care of them, and en- 
ges nothing ſhall be loſt, John vi. 39. and x. 28. He 
ath vanquiſhed Satan, overcome the World, and will ſub- 
due all Things to himſelf. He hath taken them into Uni- 
on to, and Oneneſs with himſelf, they -being the Body, 
- whereof he is the Head, who hath declared, Becau/c I live, 
pe Hall live alſo, John xiv. 19. He ever lives to make In- 
terceſſion for them, and to communicate Supplies to them; 
his Intereſt is prevalent, and his Supplies inexhauſtible; 
therefore all is ſafe on this Side. . ot 
Once more, The Hand which the Spirit of God, the 
Holy Ghoſt, hath in this momentous Affair, confirms it to 
the End: He ſaves by his renewing the Soul, Tit. iii. 5. 
imparting new Life, Holineſs, and God's Image; writes 
God's Law in the Heart, and engages that they ſhall not 
_ depart from the Lord, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. Jer. xxxii. 40. 
He takes up his indwelling Abode in them, and is an 
Unction, or holy Anointing, that abideth, 1 Job 11, 27. 
and as ſuch, he ſeals to the Day of Redemption, and is 
the Pledge and Earneſt of future Glory, 2 Cor. i. 22. Eph. 
iv. 30. Behold here the Grace of Father, Son and Spirit, 
as a threefold Cord which cannot be broken. Tis the 
Father's Will, that not one of theſe little Ones ſhould pe- 
riſh. Tis the ' Son's: folemn repeated Declaration, that 
they ſhall not, John v. 24. — vi. 40, — X. 28, — Xviii. 12. 
And the Holy Ghoſt is that Power of God, by which they 
are kept, through Faith, to Salvation, 1 Per. i. 5, What 
then hinders but that it will eventually be ſo? . 
All the Means of Grace, where they are enjoyed, and 
the Manner in which God deals with his People, which ä 
| ſuite 
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ſuited to their preſent State of Danger from Enemies 
without and within, are ſo calculated to accompliſh the 
happy End, that they encourage us to expect it; for he 
deals out Inſtructions, Encouragements, Comforts and 

Warnings, by awakening Threats to the Diſobedient, and 
by awful Examples of the Conſequence of bold Sinning 
againſt the Lord. r 
Furthermore, The Promiſes of the Word (expreſs to 
our Purpoſe) are ſo many, that *tis not eaſy to count them, 
nor fitting to overlook them. A few may be given out of 
many for a Specimen. The Lord thy God will circumciſe thy 
Heart — As thy Day is, thy Strength ſhall be = T will never 
leave thee nor for ſake thee==He keepeth the Feet of his Saints— 
The Righteous ſhall hold on his Way — The Lord will give © 
| Grace and Glory—T he Lord will perfe that which concerneth 
me — Fear not, for I am with the. I auill help tbes I quill 
give them a Heart to know me - will put my Fear in their 
Heart, and they ſhall not depart from me — He ſhall ſaus bis 
People from thair Sins—T he Son of Man is come to ſave that 
which was loft — To give his Life a Ranſom for many — He 


that believeth fball be ſaved—hath everlaſting Life, and ſhall | 


not come into Condemnation, but is paſſed from Death to Lift— 
| He that eateth me, ſhall live by me — God is able to make the 
 aveak fland, yea, and he ball tand—He that hath begun a good 
Work in you, will perform it — He will keep me from every evil 
Wark, to his Kingdom — You are kept by the Power of God, 
through Faith, unto Salvation. Theſe Scriptures, with 
other ſuch innumerable, encourage to hope unto the End. 

Yea, *tis remarkable, where Examples of Apoſtates are 
ſet before us for our Warning, even there, thoſe who are 
the Upright, are encouraged. Take an Inſtance or two: 
In 1 Cor. x, 5. The Iſraelites fell in the Wilderneſs—there- 
fore take Heed, Verſ. 12. and take Comfort, Verſ. 13. 
There hath no Temptation taken you but ſuch as is common to 
Man : But God is faithful, who will not ſuffer you to he tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with the Temptation alſo make 
a Way to eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it. See alſo Heb. 
Vi. 4—6. 1f they fall 2 away, ibis impoſſible to renew them 
again to Repentance. erſ. gth, But, Belowed, we are per- 
Juaded better Things of you, and Things that accompany Salva- 
tion, though we thus ſpeak ; i. e. Things [having] Salvation, 
connected with and eſſential to it. 

Once more, The Apoſtle, ſpeaking of Anti-chriſt, ſays, 
They went out from us, but they avere not of us; for 4 they bad 
been of us, they wwoul 1, no doubt, have continued with us: But 
they went cut, that they might be made manifeſt that they avere 
not all of us. And adds, But ye have an Union from the 
Holy One, 1 John ii. 19, 20. The Anointing which ye have 
received of him, abideth in you—and as it hath taught you, ye 
ſhall abide in him, Verſ. 27. And in the Prayer of Chriſt 
to his Father, John xvii. 12. Theſe that thou gaveft me I 
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Save bipt, and nent of them is oft Although Reference be 
made to Judas, as if he were an Exception, yet it is in fuch 


a Way as. to ſhew he was no real Exception, having never 
been Chrift's Care and Charge, as the others were. Nene of 


ten is laſt, though the Son of Perdition [be], that the 8crip- 
ture might be fulflled. Behold here the glorious and a- 


bundant Evidence of this bleſſed Point we have been pro- 
ving. The Perſons and Perfections, the Operations and 
| ious Promiſes of God, all concur to aſcertain the Per- 

erance of the Saints. And yet ſome of the Godlv doubt 


of it. Let us now therefore attend to their honeſt Objec- 
tions, and fee whether they are not groundleſs. 


Tis endleſs, as well as needleſs, to mention all that has 


been ſtarted by cavilling Adverſaries; but the Subſtance 


of what the ſober-minded objeR, is principally this: Like 


à Syren's Song, it lulls the Soul afleep in carnal Security, 


and encourages us to {it down in Eaſe, before our Work is 
done. No, verily, but the contrary : It encourages to Ac- 
tivity, with Aſſurance of Succeſs. It is in the Way of 
Faith and Holineſs, we attain the End of our Faith, th 
Salvation of our Souls, 1 Pez. i. . N 
It is againſt the Current of Seripture, and the Care 
there expreſſed, by Exhortations, Warnings, and Cautions, 
and Meaſures taken to work on our Hope and Fears, 
which are juſtly called the Handles of the Soul, by which 
It may be taken and managed.—No, in no wiſe: for all 
theſe are appointed Means to anſwer the End; and avhat 
God hath joined, let not Man put aſun der. God aſſured Paul, 
that all his fellow Paſſengers ſhould be preſerved ; and he 
faid, I believe God, that it ſhall be even as it was told me; yet 
when the Mariners were about to deſert the Ship; he ſaid, 


| Except theſe abide in the Ship, ye cannot be ſaved, Acts 


xxvii. 31. 


Laſtly, It is ſaid, Matter of Fact eontradicts and diſproves 


our Doctrine, and therefore it is not true.—If this could 
be proved, it would indeed be unanſwerable : But we re- 
ply, that the Facts alledged are all of them either Inſtances 
of partial Apoſtacies, where the Perſons were recovered a- 

in, or elſe of ſach who neyer had the Truth of Grace. 
2 Definition, we preclude many Objections; in our 
Confirmation, we anſwer many Caſes ; and what is faid by 
the Lord, in Matt. vii. 22, 23. is full in Point, and finally 
deciſive; Many will ſay to me in that Day, Lord, Lord, bave 
ave not propheſied in thy Name 2 and in thy Name have caſt out 
Devils ? and in thy Name done many wouderful Works ? Aud 
#hben will I profeſs unto them, I NEvER knew you © depart from. 
ane, ye that work Iniguity. Here we ſee Chriſt does not ſay, 
ye had been once right, but baſely deſerted me but, I 
NEVER knew, i. e. approved of you: In the meridian 
Height of all your pompous Profeſſion, you had not my 


Approbation: There never was a Time in which you 


were right. Hence 
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Inenee it appears, that the Salvation and future Felicity 
of thoſe called by Grace, is not precarious and uncertain 
does not depend on the fickle Will of Man, nor on the im- 
perfect Services and Goodneſs of a ſinful Creature, which 
like the Morning Cloud and early Dew, ſoon paſſeth away: 
But it depends upon the unalterable Purpoſe and Perfecti- 
ons of the divine Three in One, the immutable Jehovah + 
The Safety and Happineſs of the Church is fecured by his 
infinite Wiſdom, which laid ſuch a Plan as can never fail; 

by the ſovereign Love of God, which admits of na 
Change, Ja. liv. 10. Fehr xiii. 1.— By his Covenant, that 
is ordered in all Things and fure, 2 Sam. xxiit. 5.—By the a 
Saints Oneneis with and Union to Chriſt, Jubn xiv. 19. 
the perfect Atonement he made for their Sins his great 
and precious Promiſes, which are all Vea and Amen in 
him, 2 Cor. i. 20.— and by the all- powerful Operations, 
Witneſs and Sealings of the eternal Spirit. See here, de- 
ſponding Believer, the Grounds of thy Security and Com- 
fort, the ſtrong Holds provided for thy Defence, and the 
Supports adminiſtered for thy Encouragement. They are 
ſuch Munitions of Rocks, as Earth and Hell can never 
break through, nor prevail againſt. They that truft ia the 
Lord ſhall be as Mount Zion, aubich cannot be removed; but: a« 
biaeth: far ever. As the Mountains are round about Jeruſalem, 
Jo the Lord is round about his People, from-henceforth even' for 
ever, Pſalm cxxv. i, 2. Happy art thou, O I/raelt who is like 
Aut hee, O People ſaved by the Lord, the Shveld of thy Help, 
— aud: who is the Scuord of thy Excellency ! au thine | Enemies 
Pall ba found Liars unto thee, and thou ſhalt tread ahn their 
high Places, Deut. xxxiii. 29. O, dear Brethren! let this 
| rave, Truth conſtrain you to all holy evangelical Obe- 
tence. Fight the good Fight of Faith, and run in the Ways 
of the Lord, ſince. ye ſhall not fight nor run in vain, 
What further remains (if God permit) wilt be, to treat 
of Things Practical; unleſs, as the firft Doctrinal Point 
vindicated has not been fo properly the Trinity, as the 
Deity of Chriſt, and the Influences of the Spirit, wo 
Mould: (as; defired) take that Subject in Hand, for the Sa- 
tisfaction of ſome, as a ſeaſonable Word in this Daꝶ of 
Departure from the Faith. Mean while, may the Things 
already ſuggeſted be your Meat, as enlarged on in miniſte 
rial Feeding, C Mic. v. 4.) and in your own-devout Medijd- 
tions; that being warned of Error and all Danger ye 
may be ſtedfaſt, growing in Grace, and into Chxitł in all 
Things, unto a perfect Man in him . 
Naw unta him that is able to keep you from falling, and to 
Preſent you Faultleſs before: the Preſence of his Glory with ex- 
ceeding Foy : To the only wiſe God our Saviour, be Glory and 
Majety, Dominion and Power, both now and ever. Amen. 


Signed on Behalf of the BxzTHREN, by | 
ISAAC WOOD MAN, Moderator. 
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Ney Evening, after Prayer, and chuſing a Moderator, 
who according to Cuſtom was defired to draw up the G6. 

,  neral Letter, the Letters from the ſeveral Churches being , 
read, and the Contents of them minuted down, we con- 
cluded in Prayer. 25 ; Bens e 
- The next Morning at ſix o' Clock, we met for Prayer, and 
fix engaged in that Service. At Ten, the public Worſhip 
n: Two Miniſters were engaged in Prayer: Brother <Y 
Hull preached from P/alm cxix. 116. Uphold me according unts * | 
thy Word, that I may live: and let me not be aſhamed of m/ͤ 
2 Hepe. Prayer intervening, Brother Gil! preached from 
4 1 926 ii. 12. - Walk — of God, who hath called you unte 
f 1 Glory: and the Service was cloſed in Prayer, 1 
there having been Singing ſeveral Times through the 
Whole. We met again at Four, on Buſineſs, and at Six 
Brother Ryland, S reached from Rev. ii. 4. I have ſom e: 
bar againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy fin Love. 4 'Y 
Thur/day Morning we met at Seven, for Prayer, and re- 2 
ating our Experiences, as Miniſters, reſpecting the moſt 
material Things that occurred in the paſt Year, and we find 7 
it cementsour Love. This was continued till near Mid-dav, © 
and the Meeting concluded in Prayer by the Moderator. 
As the preſent State of Things ſeems to call for Humili- 4 
ation,werecommend frequent Faſting, and wiſh ſocialPrayer "= 
may be oft engaged in, where pious Perſons live near 
each other. Heads of Families are exhorted to inſtruct 
thoſe under their Care, in the Principles of Religion, 7 
Agreed, That the Thanks of this Aﬀociativn be preſent= | 
ed to the Rev. Dr. Stennett, for the Second Part of his ju: 
gicious and compleat Anſwer to the Rey. Mr. Addington on 
Baptiſm, which we recommend to our Congregations, as 
worthy of their Peruſal. | FI. 
- Agreed to hold the next Aſſociation at Owlney, in Bucks, ] 
on Wedneſday in Whitſun Week, 1776. The Meſſengers to 
meet the Evening before. Brother Evans, and Brother 
\ Ryland, Sen. to preach ; and in Caſe of Failure, Brother 3 
Hall, or Brother * N 9 7 1 
10 5 16: | Note, Two of theſe were 
2 "Added to the Churches 162 Lei 
3 . ote, 16 of theſe are "20 
| | - - + - 25 > dead, 3 diſmiſſed by oo 
FF" ; , : = ” . —— 75 4 J 
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